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School Vision: As partners collaboratively educating our students to ensure they learn at high levels, 

we are inspired by Christ and our Catholic Faith & Tradition as we pursue fullness of life for all. 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents, 

Congratulations to all involved in the organisation and running of the 
Book Week Disco.  This event was a huge success and provided a great 
social opportunity for students.   The parental involvement was a great 
example of a strong school community who are committed to providing 
beneficial opportunities for our number one priority - the students. 
Congratulations to those children who competed in the Sunraysia South 
Mini Olympics in Mildura last Tuesday. You all did a fantastic job and 
made our school very proud. More details are outlined later in the 
newsletter. 
PSG meetings will be held tomorrow, Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 
13th.  Times have been sent home to families. Please contact Mrs Divola 
or the office if you have any queries. 
On Friday our Marimba Band and Senior Choir will share some of the 
things they have learnt in Music at Jacaranda Village.  This will be a 
great experience for the children and residents alike. 
I am absent from school this week in Ballarat undertaking study for my 
Masters of Educational Leadership at University.  While I am away Mrs 
Divola and Mrs Hawkes will be leading the school.   
The Sunraysia Partnership Council (SPC) has organised the following 
event for parents and we hope that parents will take up the opportunity 
to create a mutual support network among participants.  Please provide 
your name to the school office by this Wednesday. 

Parish Parent Evening 
6.30 – 8.00/8.30 Thursday 21st 

September 
Sacred Heart Parish Monaghan 

Centre 
Evening meal included 

Facilitator: Ms Gina 
Bernasconi 

Education Officer 
Ballarat Catholic Education 

Office 

This evening offers a chance for interested Parish parents to have 
informal discussions, within a positive environment, regarding some of 
the following suggested areas… 
 The relationship between Parish, parent and children. 
 Supporting your child’s faith development. 
 Parenting and spirituality. 
 What I believe and what my child believes. 
 What I say, how I act and what I believe. 
 …. plus other areas of concern relating to this area. 

On the evening of Tuesday 31st October the St Joseph’s Primary School 
Annual General Meeting will take place at 7.00pm. We are asking for 
interested parents to nominate as parent representatives for the School 
Advisory Council (SAC). Please consider taking an active role in this 
body. Nomination forms are available from the Office, and we ask that 
any nomination be handed into the Office by Thursday 19th October.  
We look forward to having an assembly again this week with the SRC 
leading the assembly. 
 

Mark Gibson 

 

 

School Calendar 
 

The following dates are scheduled for the near 
future.  Make sure you are aware of the ones 
that are applicable to you. 

SEPTEMBER 
Tue 12 PSG Meetings 
Wed 13 PSG Meetings 
Fri 15 Marimba Band & Senior 

Choir Performance at 
Jacaranda Village 

Fri 22 Last day of Term 3 (2.20pm 
finish) 

OCTOBER 
Mon 9 First day Term 4 
Thu 19 P/1 Camp 
Thu & 
Fri
  

19 
& 
20 

Grade 2/3 Local Camp 

Tue 31 SJPS AGM 
 

 
2017 School Closure Days 

The following dates are confirmed as school 
closure days.  No school will occur on these days. 

 

6th November – Report Writing Day 

 

The following students/staff celebrate 
birthdays over the next week. 

15th September – Natalie D 

15th September – Signora Ghidinelli 

17th September – Felicity Rix 

 

 

http://www.sjredcliffs.catholic.edu.au/
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 RE & PARISH NEWS 
Footy Colours Day: On the last day of term students are invited to wear their 
footy colours to school for a gold coin donation. We usually run fundraising 
activities for Catholic Mission for the whole last week of Term 3 but due to 
recent events such as the Father’s Day Stall, disco and Grade 2/3 Camp costs 
we will hold off until Term 4. We will then combine the Junior Unit Mini Show 
fundraiser and a meal deal/ activities day for Catholic Mission in 2017. 

GENERAL NEWS & UPDATES 
Breakfast Club Roster: Tuesday - Sara Napoli, Wednesday - Jodie Pascoe, 
Thursday - Christina Everett, Friday - Fiona Diamantis.  
Sunraysia South Mini Olympics: On Tuesday last week 17 students attended 
the Mini Olympics at the Aero Ovals in Mildura with Mrs Hawkes and Ms Lees. 
The students had a great day, despite the cold weather. All students tried their 
hardest and 6 students have made it to the next level at Bendigo on Monday 
16th October (more information will be given to the required students). The 
following students are invited to compete: Ruby-Rose Carson in Long Jump, 
Katie Hawkes in Long Jump, Abby Collihole in Triple Jump and 800m, Ellesciah 
Romeo in 1500m, Cooper Germane in 800m and Andrew Ataliotis in 1500m. 
Well done to those children who also finished 3rd in their events, Ruby-Rose, 
Cooper Germane, Grace Keogh, Kycen Romeo and Taylah Loxton. A big thank 
you to Kyah Keogh and Natasha Collihole for attending on the day and helping 
out. 
Before School & After School Care: We are investigating with St Paul’s the 
provision of a Before & After School Care Program in 2018. The company we 
are currently in negotiations with also provides Vacation Care. Thank you to 
those families that have already filled in the survey. For those of you who may 
have missed out the survey is available online and must be completed by 
Wednesday 13th September. Please use the following link to access the 
survey.   https://goo.gl/forms/TIiSmV6mtc8or0rH3  
Nude Food Lunch: Congratulations to the Grade Four and Five students for 
having the greatest number of Nude Food lunches this Thursday with 88%! 
(Wow!!!) Congratulations to all students and families for helping us to reduce 
the waste at our school. As part of our move toward reducing the waste going 
to landfill at our school, we have used some of the MRCC Environmental Grant 
money to purchase a worm bucket for each classroom, the canteen and staff 
room, new colour coded waste and recycling bins for each classroom, a double 
tumbling compost bin and an additional worm farm.  
Jacaranda Village Marimba Band & Senior Choir Performance: This 
Friday, 15th of September the Senior Choir and Marimba Band will be putting 
on a performance for the residents of Jacaranda Village. The children will walk 
to and from the Village for a 10:30am performance. If there are any Marimba 
Band parents who would be able to assist with transporting instruments in a 
trailer or ute that would be much appreciated. Please see Ms Leamon. Thanks! 
2018 Trivia Night Planning: Last week at our Community Club and School 
Advisory Council we confirmed that our 2018 Trivia Night will be held on 
Friday, May 25th 2018.  Some possible themes include Masquerade, Gangsters 
and Flappers (1920’s), Rock ‘n’ Roll (1960’s) and Op Shop.  We will seek 
feedback from the community before making a final decision.  
Library: There are many new books which are available to borrow on the new 
book stand in the library.  Please return your overdue books. 
Reading Challenge: This term’s Reading Challenge will finish on the last day 
of term and results and prizes will be given out the first week of next term.  
Don’t forget to come into the library to see your total number of books read.  
NAPLAN Reports: We invite parents of students in Grades 3 and 5 to collect 
their 2017 NAPLAN Reports from their respective class teacher.  
Footy Tipping: 1ST – Riley Germane ($45) 2nd – Stephan Hawkes ($28) 3rd 
Cooper Germane ($12), Round Winners: $1 each round (1) Nadine Williams, 
(2) Stephan Hawkes, (3) Monique Tiller, (4) Stephan Hawkes, (5) Riley 
Germane, (6) Nadine Williams, (7) Stephan Hawkes, (8) Jai Grayling, (9) 
Janine Cameron, (10) Riley Germane, (11) Monique Tiller, (12) Tom Hawkes, 
(13) Jay Foster, (14) Nate Williams, (15) Riley Germane/Cooper Germane, 
(16) John Foster, (17) Riley Germane/Cooper Germane, (18) Riley Germane, 
(19) Stephan Hawkes, (20) Stephan Hawkes, (21) John Foster, (22) Riley 
Germane/Cooper Germane/John Foster (23) Tom Hawkes. Please call into the 
school office to collect your winnings.

Notes Distributed 
 

The following notices have been distributed 
over the last week.  If you missed them, copies 
are available from the school office. 

Prep/1 
8/9/17 Prep / One Camp 
11/9/17 Hansel & Gretel 
Grade 2/3 
11/9/17 Hansel & Gretel 

Grade 4/5 
No notes sent home 
Grade 5/6 
No notes sent home 
Whole School 
No notes sent home           

 

St Joseph’s will be participating in Walk to School in 
2017.  This runs from October 9 until November 3. 
Join thousands of Victorian families for Walk to 
School 2017! Prizes can be won for schools and 
classes with high participation rates. 
Every October, VicHealth’s Walk to School 
encourages Victorian primary school kids and their 
families to walk, ride or scoot to and from school 
every day. It’s a great way for the whole family to 
increase their physical activity levels. Plus, it is a 
chance to enjoy more time with your kids and meet 
other local families along the way. 
Part way is okay! If you can’t walk the whole way, 
why not try parking the car a few blocks from your 
school and walk, ride or scoot the rest! 
Last year, more than 144,000 students and their 
families took part in the program walking the 
equivalent of two return trips to the moon and with 
your families help, we can make 2017 our biggest 
year yet! 
In 2017, we’re encouraging Victorian kids to put 
their best foot forward by decorating their shoes, 
bikes or scooters to make Walk to School even more 
fun. 
Get involved with Walk to School and see our 
creative decorating tips and help your family build 
healthy habits for life: walktoschool.vic.gov.au 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/TIiSmV6mtc8or0rH3
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JUNIOR UNIT NEWS & UPDATES 
Once again this year we will be having our own St Joseph’s Mini Show. These notes will go home at the end of term, so keep  
your eyes open. 
The Preps and Ones have been very busy creating some beautiful pieces of work to enter into this year’s Mildura Show. 
In Maths for the rest of this term the Preps and ones are working on place value, while the two’s and threes are very busy 
revisiting addition and subtraction. 

    

Congratulations to Aydin and Annamieke for reaching their 200 nights of reading. Well done! 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS & UPDATES 
What a wonderful week we have had with a spectacular Book Week Disco. Thank you to all the senior students who helped 
to create beautiful decorations for the night. Mrs Hawkes and Mrs Manuel are very pleased with the efforts of students in 
their moderated writing task last week. We look forward to analysing them against the Victorian Curriculum standards.  

This week sees the senior unit begin their new RE unit on Mission: Living and Sharing. We are also working on writing an 
improved and edited version of one of the pieces composed during our Big Write process. Students are proofreading and 
adding to their first draft of choice, and we look forward to the published, completed products 

Also, well done on the tremendous changes witnessed over the last few weeks in regards to Nude Food in the senior unit. 
Ella is the current leader in the times tables challenge with 62 correct answers in 60 seconds - fantastic effort!  

Congratulations to all competitors at Mini Olympics, we are so proud of your success! 

 

 
Term 3 Week 6: 

No. of students who reached 
individual target 

Grade Prep/1W 
18/21 
Grade 2/3F  
23/23 
Grade 4/5M 
18/20 
Grade 5/6H 
16/22 
 

 
The following students won awards last week: 
Grade Prep/1W - Cheltzie - for including expensive 
words in her writing. 
Grade 2/3 F - Domenic - for finding the answers to tricky 
questions in his reading. 
Grade 4/5M - Ellesciah - for huge improvements in 
writing for a sustained time over the last term. 
Grade 5/6H - Ella- for creating a sizzling start to her 
narrative. 
Music -Samantha - for being an active listener and 
concentrating hard when playing the marimba. 
P.E. - Holly - for great participation during our basketball 
session. 
Digital Tech. - Jackson - for being prepared for creating 
his Book Burp on the BFG. 

 

 
Be safe 

Mia - for looking out others 
when needed. 
Senior Unit 
Shae- for moving to line and 
waiting for teachers in a safe 
manner. 
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