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School Vision: As partners collaboratively educating our students to ensure they learn at high levels, 

we are inspired by Christ and our Catholic Faith & Tradition as we pursue fullness of life for all. 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents, 

We are deeply saddened by the recent passing of our friend and 
colleague, Michelle Davy.  Michelle’s kind-hearted generosity, sense of 
fun and compassion for others will be remembered by all in our 
community. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Ross, Tenay and 
Zaneesha and their extended family at this sad time. The school will hold 
a memorial service for Michelle to remember her, celebrate her life and 
to pray for those that love her. This service will be held in the School Hall 
on Monday 21 August at 2.20pm, parents and friends are welcome to 
attend.   

Unfortunately, the School’s Book Week Disco that was scheduled for 
Friday 11th August, will now be postponed. Further advice will be 
provided once a new date has been determined.  

Our School Photos will be conducted this Wednesday, August 
9th.   Children need to wear their full winter uniform. The following 
jumpers/jackets will be worn: 

 Grade Prep/1 & 2/3: School Bomber Jacket  

 Grade 4/5 & 5/6 : Polar Fleece Jumper 

Students who do not have the listed jumper/jacket will not be expected to 
purchase one as they will be provided by the school for the photo. Please 
hand in envelopes by tomorrow. 
The Grade 2/3 Class Mass will be held this Sunday, 13th August.  At this 
mass we celebrate the feast day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. It 
would be great to have a good representation of parents and children at 
this event. 
Accompanying the newsletter is further information about our Parish 
Stewardship Program for 2017.  Our Parish Community provides so 
much for parishioners, our school and generously contributes to others 
in need.  Please detach and return the pledge card at the back of the 
newsletter and return to school or the parish office by Monday, 7 August 
2017 if you are able to support this program. 
We have our next Flying Start session this Thursday with Mrs Williams 
and Ms Leamon.  The focus will be Reading. The sessions are available for 
children at a pre-school age.  Enrolment Forms can be collected from the 
Office. Please encourage prospective enrolments to attend. 
Last week we sent home instructions for how to set up See Saw.  For 
anyone still requiring assistance with setting this up on their digital 
devices we will be having a parent meeting tomorrow Tuesday 8th 
August from 3.25pm-4pm. 
Our ‘Parent & Teacher Meetings’ will occur next Monday 14th August 
where we will reflect on the student’s portfolio, student report and future 
learning goals. Timetables will be sent home with the newsletter today. 
Last week a randomly selected group of families were asked to undertake 
an Insight SRC School Improvement Survey. The survey may be 
completed either online or on the form sent home. The completed forms 
may then be returned to the school office. We ask that all requested 
families complete these surveys by this Friday 11th August. 
Mark Gibson

 

 

School Calendar 
 

The following dates are scheduled for the near 

future.  Make sure you are aware of the ones that 

are applicable to you. 

AUGUST 
Tue 8 First Eucharist Parent Mtg 
Tue 8 Parent Mtg – SeeSaw 3.25-

4pm 
Wed 9 School Photos 
Thu 10 Flying Start Program 2.20– 

3.20pm 
Fri 11 Book Week Disco 6.45-9pm 
Fri 11 School Closure – refer to 

parent letter 
Sun 13 Gr 2/3F Mass 
Mon 14 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Mon 14 Digital Awareness Session 6-

7pm 
Tue 15 Feast of Assumption Mass 

10am 
Mon 21 Michelle Davy Memorial 

Service 
Thu 24 Flying Start Program 2.20-

3.20pm 
Fri 25 School Athletics Carnival 

SEPTEMBER 
Thu 7 Flying Start Program 2.20-

3.20pm 
 

 

2017 School Closure Days 
The following dates are confirmed as school 

closure days.  No school will occur on these days. 
 

6th November – Report Writing Day 

 

The following students/staff celebrate birthdays 

over the next week. 

7th August – Mrs Manuel 

9th August – Kyah 

10th August – Max 

11th August – Grace Gray 

12th August - Rajdeep 

 

http://www.sjredcliffs.catholic.edu.au/
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School Vision: As partners collaboratively educating our students to ensure they learn at high levels, 

we are inspired by Christ and our Catholic Faith & Tradition as we pursue fullness of life for all. 

 RE & PARISH NEWS 
Never see a need without doing something about it. (St Mary’s Motto) 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop is Australia’s first 
Saint. She was canonised in 2010. She was a 
pioneering woman who demonstrated her love for 
the poor and deprived and she was determined to 
bring a Catholic Education to the children in the early 
colonies of Australia.   
She was an ordinary woman who lived an 
extraordinary life in making a difference to many 
people’s lives. She is a great inspiration for us to make 
a difference in our own lives. St Mary of the Cross was 
the foundress of the Sisters of St Joseph and her feast day is celebrated in 
our Catholic Churches on the 8th August. 
Grade 2/3 are invited to help lead this Mass in our Parish this 
Sunday, 13th August.  
First Eucharist: A parent meeting to launch our final Sacrament of 
Initiation will be held tomorrow, Tuesday, August 8, from 7-8pm in the 
school library. 
Feast of the Assumption: Mass to be celebrated at 10:00am on Tuesday, 
August 15. 

GENERAL NEWS & UPDATES 
Breakfast Club Roster: Tuesday - Sara Napoli, Wednesday - Jodie 
Pascoe, Thursday - Christina Everett, Friday - Fiona Diamantis. 
Athletics Day - Our annual athletics day is fast approaching. This year it 
is to be held on Friday 25th August, so save the date and pencil it in on 
your calendar. This is a great school community day! Children will be 
bused from school to the aerodrome ovals in Mildura. More information 
and timetables to follow in next week’s Newsletter. 
Woolworths Earn and Learn: From July 26 until September 19 when you 
shop at Woolworths you can collect Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers 
from the checkout operator and place them on a Woolworths Earn & learn 
sticker sheet. 1 sticker for every $10 spent (excluding tobacco, liquor & 
gift cards).  Please collect as many stickers as you can to allow the school 
to purchase new equipment for the students. Our collection box is located 
in the office area. 
2018 Prep Enrolments - We are now taking enrolments for next year’s 
preps. If you have a child who is due to start school in 2018 (turning 5 
years old by 30th April, 2018) please contact the school to get an 
enrolment form. Also if there are any of your friends or relations who have 
a child due to start school next year please ask them to contact the school.  
Schoolwide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) - As a school we are 
working on adopting SWPBS which is a systematic approach for 
implementing proactive schoolwide discipline and is currently being 
implemented in tens of thousands of schools across America and 
Australia. The purpose of SWPBS is to improve school climate and prevent 
student problem behaviours across all school settings. 
Recently we have made changes to our beliefs that are placed around the 
school so that it is easier for children to remember.  Our beliefs are now: 

 Be a learner 
 Be safe 
 Be caring 
 Be respectful 

This is represented in our new ‘Bee’ token. 
At the moment we are having a behaviour blitz 
on having children return to class promptly after 
the music starts playing at the end of 
breaks.  Children who are doing this well might even receive a ‘Bee’ token 
that will give them a chance to win a prize at assembly. 

Notes Distributed 
 

The following notices have been distributed over 

the last week.  If you missed them, copies are 

available from the school office. 

Prep/1 

3/8/17 Red Cliffs Secondary 
Variety Show 

Grade 2/3 

3/8/17 Red Cliffs Secondary 

Variety Show 

Grade 4/5 

No notes sent home 
Grade 5/6 

No notes sent home 
Whole School 

3/8/17 School Disco Tickets   

3/8/17 See Saw Invites         

Family Matters – 

Strengthening Respectful 

Relationships Forum 
 

A date to keep free in your diary is Saturday 
26th August for this forum at St Joseph’s 
College. Fr Frank Brennan SJ providing the 
opening address, followed by a number of 
workshops. The recent Ballarat event was an 
excellent opportunity to learn, connect and 
reflect. The free event is being hosted by the 
Social Justice Commission of the Diocese of 
Ballarat in conjunction with Centacare. 
Workshops/seminars to choose from include: 

 Family violence 
 Having the suicide conversation 
 Building trust/listening 
 Enriching family relationships 
 Keeping children the focus in blended 

families 
 Tuning into Kids 

The event will be suitable for all staff/families 
and also provides very positive links to Catholic 
social teaching. More information: 

social.justice@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

 

Nude Food 
 

Our SRC are starting a new initiative and would 
like Thursdays to be a “nude food” day for 
lunches and recess.  This means that all food 
will come to school in containers and that no 
rubbish is brought to school (eg. yoghurt 
containers, glad wrap and chip packets).  SRC 
reps will tally rubbish free lunches every 
Thursday for this term and announce the 
winning class at assembly. 

mailto:social.justice@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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School Vision: As partners collaboratively educating our students to ensure they learn at high levels, 

we are inspired by Christ and our Catholic Faith & Tradition as we pursue fullness of life for all. 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS & UPDATES 

Congratulations to the following children on reaching their 150 nights of reading. This is a tremendous effort. 
Keep up the hard work at home everyone. Well done! 

Wow!!!  150 nights of reading! 

 

 

  

 

The Junior Unit is starting to learn about Division and 
sharing. This is something you could talk to your children 
about at home and encourage. Eg We have 12 lollies shared 
between the 3 bags.  
How many will each person get? 

 

 

This week is a very busy week with lots happening, with our launch of SeeSaw Tuesday night for those who need help. 
Thanks to those families who have already signed up! School Photos on Wednesday, so make sure your money is returned 
and an Excursion to the Arts Centre also on Wednesday. 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS & UPDATES 

This past week, students in the senior unit have been training their brains and competing in class Times Tables Challenges 
in an effort to improve automaticity of multiplication. We are very impressed with the students and it is clear that there 
are children taking the initiative to practice at home. Keep up the great work! 

As part of Science Week, our RE unit on Creation and our Science unit on Essential Energy, senior students will be lucky 
enough to take part in an excursion in week 5. This expedition will see both classes visiting the Inland Botanic Gardens to 
walk the Aboriginal Resource Trail, and the Mildura Eco Village where they will participate in a workshop on Efficient 
Energy. We are so lucky to be engaging in such hands-on learning this term and can’t wait to use our knowledge towards 
the process of becoming a Resource Smart School! Notes detailing the excursion will be sent home this week. 

 
 
 

 
Term 3 Week 2: 

No. of students who 
reached individual 

target 
Grade Prep/1W 
17/20 
Grade 2/3F  
20/22 
Grade 4/5M 
18/20 
Grade 5/6H 
20/22 
 

 
The following students won awards last week: 
Grade Prep/1W Miley Markham - for not saying I can’t and 
persisting with her work when it got a little tricky. 
Grade 2/3 F -Samantha Mollison - for being a positive new 
member of our class. 
Grade 4/5M - Jareece - for being committed to practicing his 
times tables and showing great improvement. 
Grade 5/6H - McAyla - for improved recall of multiplication facts. 
Music - Samantha M - for making such a wonderful start playing 
the marimba in her first week at St Joseph’s! 
P.E. - Hannah Purcell - for great effort practising standing long 
jump. 
Digital Tech.- Adam - for using the word ‘program’ to describe the 
instructions he used to make his Beebot move. 

 

 
Be safe 
Junior Unit 
Georgina - for 
demonstrating safe use 
of sports equipment. 
Senior Unit 
Tyrone - for being on-
hand to help anyone in 
need!  
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PARISH	STEWARDSHIP	PROGRAM	2017	-	WEEK	FOUR	
	

Sunraysia	Catholic	Parishes	
	

	

OUR	PARISH	COMMUNITY	provides	so	much	for	parishioners	and	generously	
contributes	to	others	in	need.		Through	the	celebration	of	the	Eucharist	and	

the	many	opportunities	for	prayer	and	the	Sacraments,	it	provides	us	all	with	
the	spiritual	nourishment	we	need	for	our	journey	through	life.		OUR	PARISH	
COMMUNITY	celebrates	our	faith	together.	

We	are	committed	to	loving	service	of	one	another.		We	recognise	that	
service	and	outreach	are	key	responses	to	our	baptismal	call.		Through	service	
we	grow	as	individuals	and	as	a	parish	community.		We	have	many	wonderful	

opportunities	to	be	involved	in	parish	life	-	whether	through	involvement	in	
liturgy,	outreach	to	the	community	or	in	our	many	social	activities.		OUR	
PARISH	COMMUNITY	values	engagement	in	parish	life.	

We	also	recognise	the	importance	of	providing	the	financial	resources	to	
sustain	our	parish	today	-	and	to	grow	and	respond	to	Pope	Francis’	call	to	

			mission	(Evangelii	Guadium	273).			

We	believe	in	the	need	to	prioritise	our	financial	commitment	to	our	parish.		To	plan	and	budget	for	it	before	we	
think	of	spending	money		on	the	luxuries	of	life	-	entertainment,	alcohol,	movies	etc.	

During	this	Stewardship	Program,	we	are	invited	to	make	a	meaningful	financial	commitment	to	our	parish	-	to	make	
it	a	priority	in	our	lives.		In	this	way	we	will	help	ensure	that	OUR	PARISH	COMMUNITY	continues	to	support	our	

parish	generously.	
	

We	cannot	be	Christians	part	time.		If	Christ	is	at	the	centre	of	our	lives,	he	is				

present	in	all	that	we	do.”   Pope	Francis	-	19	August	2013	

	

“The	Lord	loves	a	cheerful	giver……..may	we	learn	to	be	generous	in	giving,	free	from	

the	love	of	material	possessions.”				Pope	Francis	-	19	July	2014	

	

#			Please	detach	and	return	to	school	or	parish	office	by	Monday,	7	August	2017	

	


