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School Vision: As partners collaboratively educating our students to ensure they learn at high levels, 

we are inspired by Christ and our Catholic Faith & Tradition as we pursue fullness of life for all. 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents, 
We have a School Closure Day this Wednesday, 2nd August.  On this day 
teachers will be involved in Professional Learning to develop our English 
Curriculum.  Teachers will also undertake learning in relation to our new 
Digital Portfolios. 
Our annual athletics day is fast approaching. This year it is to be held on 
Friday 25th August, so save the date and pencil it in on your calendar. This is 
a great school community day! 
Today we welcome Samantha Mollison (Grade 3) to St Joseph’s.  We also 
welcome her parents Tracy and Bruce to our school community. 
Our School Photos will be conducted on Wednesday, August 9th.   Children 
need to wear their full winter uniform. The following jumpers/jackets will be 
worn after surveying students by classroom teachers: 

● Grade Prep/1 & 2/3: School Bomber Jacket  
● Grade 4/5 & 5/6 : Polar Fleece Jumper 

Students who do not have the listed jumper/jacket will not be expected to 
purchase one as they will be provided by the school for the photo. If parents are 
wanting family or group photos please hand in the forms by Monday 7th 
August.  We also have forms available at the office for group photos including 
our choirs, Marimba Band, SRC and our school and house captains.  
Accompanying the newsletter is further information about our Parish 
Stewardship Program for 2017.  Please take the time to read it.  As I 
mentioned last week, there will be an information evening for families at the 
St. Joseph’s Church this Wednesday, 2nd August from 7pm.  Please come 
along. 
We had a fantastic Grandparents’ Day last Friday.  Thanks to Mrs Hawkes 
for organising such a great day.  Thanks also to Fr. Pat, the staff, 
grandparents, special friends and students who made the day such a special 
one.  
We had a fantastic launch to our Flying Start program last Thursday with Ms 
Leamon and seven eager young students.  It would be great to see more 
children come along to our upcoming sessions.  The sessions are available for 
children at a pre-school age and can be attended by children who plan to 
attend St Joseph’s Primary School or are considering sending their children 
to our school.  Our sessions will be held on the following dates with the 
curriculum focus in brackets: 

● 10th August (Reading with Mrs Williams) 
● 24th August (Art with Mrs Williams) 
● 7th September (Sport with Mrs Tiller) 

Sessions will run from 2.20pm-3.20pm.  Enrolment Forms can be collected 
from the Office. Please encourage prospective enrolments to attend. 
Our ‘Parent & Teacher Meetings’ will occur in Term Three on Monday 14th 
August where we will reflect on the student’s portfolio, student report and 
future learning goals. Using instructions sent home last week please ensure 
that bookings are made by this Friday, 4th August. 
Attached with the newsletter today is an invitation to a Cybersafety and 
Digital Awareness session on Monday, 14th August from 6-7pm.  This 
session is designed for parents and teachers.  This would be great 
opportunity for our parents with our children growing up in a world many 
forms of technology influencing and affecting children’s lives. 
 

Mark Gibson 

 

 

School Calendar 
 

The following dates are scheduled for the near 
future.  Make sure you are aware of the ones 
that are applicable to you. 

AUGUST 
Wed 2 School Closure Day 
Tue 8 First Eucharist Parent Mtg 
Wed 9 School Photos 
Thu 10 Flying Start Program 2.20– 

3.20pm 
Fri 11 Book Week Disco 6.45-9pm 
Sun 13 Gr 2/3F Mass 
Mon 14 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Mon 14 Digital Awareness Session 6-

7pm 
Tue 15 Feast of Assumption Mass 

10am 
Thu 24 Flying Start Program 2.20-

3.20pm 
Fri 25 School Athletics Carnival 

SEPTEMBER 
Thu 7 Flying Start Program 2.20-

3.20pm 
 

 
2017 School Closure Days 

The following dates are confirmed as school 
closure days.  No school will occur on these days. 

 

2nd August – Professional Learning – English 
Curriculum & Digital Portfolios 

6th November – Report Writing Day 

 

The following students/staff celebrate 
birthdays over the next week. 

31st July – Mr Gibson 

2nd August – Danita 

3rd August - Sebastian 

 

http://www.sjredcliffs.catholic.edu.au/
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 RE & PARISH NEWS 
First Eucharist: Change of date A parent meeting to launch our final 
Sacrament of Initiation will be held on Tuesday, August 8, in the school 
library. 
Year 2/3 Parish Mass: This Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, August 
13 at 10:00am. Mrs Fuoco will send home allocated responsibilities and 
details closer to the date. 
Feast of the Assumption: Mass to be celebrated at 10:00am on Tuesday, 
August 15. 

GENERAL NEWS & UPDATES 
Breakfast Club Roster: Tuesday - Sara Napoli, Wednesday - Jodie 
Pascoe, Thursday - Christina Everett, Friday - Fiona Diamantis. 

Digital Portfolio - See Saw - As part of our reporting in Semester 2 we 
will be using the digital platform called See Saw to communicate student 
achievement.  Information on how to set this up will be sent home later 
this week.  For those requiring assistance to set up their connection we 
will be having a parent meeting on Tuesday 8th August from 3.25pm-4pm. 

Book Week Disco - Our Book Week Disco which is replacing the 
Halloween Disco and will occur on Friday 11th August from 6.45pm-9pm.  
Children dress up as their favourite book character.  $10 entry fee will 
apply and children receive a BBQ dinner, food and drinks.  Parents are 
invited to participate and assist on the night. 

Woolworths Earn and Learn: From July 26 until September 19 when you 
shop at Woolworths you can collect Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers 
from the checkout operator and place them on a Woolworths Earn & learn 
sticker sheet. 1 sticker for every $10 spent (excluding tobacco, liquor & 
gift cards).  Please collect as many stickers as you can to allow the school 
to purchase new equipment for the students. Our collection box is located 
in the office area. 

School Advisory Council Meeting: School Advisory Council Meeting - 
We had a very productive School Advisory Council meeting last Tuesday.  
Some of the major discussions and decisions are outlined below: 

● Catholic Capital Grant:  Looked at plans for our Catholic Capital 
Grant.  This includes refurbishment and building additions to the 
Junior classrooms and Administration building.  Very exciting. 

● Policy:  We recommended that our updated Working with 
Children Policy is ratified by Fr Michael.  This happened.  We 
looked at the new way policies will be ratified via the Sunraysia 
Partnership Council. 

● Nature Based Playground:  Looked at ideas shared with the 
landscape architect that visited last week.  They are in the process 
of developing plans that we hope to take to the community for 
feedback. 

● Reporting: Feedback was sought in regards to Semester 1 
reporting.  We will be using See-Saw as our digital portfolio in 
Semester 2. 

● Resource Smart:  Ms Leamon shared work that has been 
occurring in regards to Resource Smart. 

School Improvement Survey - A random number of families have been 
sent a School Improvement Survey with the newsletter today.  The survey 
is conducted by Insight SRC on behalf of our school and the Catholic 
Education Office Ballarat.  The main aim of the survey is to assist us as a 
school to gain an understanding of parent perceptions of their children’s 
experience at school.  The results will BENEFIT everyone within the 
school by providing valuable information about the ways in which we can 
use staff, student and parent input to plan programs and activities to 
improve the school. The survey may be completed either online or on the 
form sent home. The form may then be returned to the school office.  
Questions or comments may be directed to Insight SRC on 03 86110600.  
Responses need to be completed by 11th August. 

Notes Distributed 
 

The following notices have been distributed 
over the last week.  If you missed them, copies 
are available from the school office. 

Prep/1 
No notes sent home 
Grade 2/3 
No notes sent home 

Grade 4/5 
No notes sent home 
Grade 5/6 
No notes sent home 
Whole School 
31/7/17 Cybersafety Session Invitation 

Randomly Selected Families 
31/7/17 Insight SRC Survey 

          

Family Matters – 
Strengthening 

Respectful 
Relationships Forum 

 
A date to keep free in your diary is 
Saturday 26th August for this forum at 
St Joseph’s College. Fr Frank Brennan SJ 
providing the opening address, 
followed by a number of workshops. 
The recent Ballarat event was an 
excellent opportunity to learn, connect 
and reflect. The free event is being 
hosted by the Social Justice Commission 
of the Diocese of Ballarat in conjunction 
with Centacare. Workshops/seminars 
to choose from include: 

 Family violence 
 Having the suicide conversation 
 Building trust/listening 
 Enriching family relationships 
 Keeping children the focus in 

blended families 
 Tuning into Kids 

The event will be suitable for all 
staff/families and also provides very 
positive links to Catholic social 
teaching. More information: 

social.justice@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

  

 

mailto:social.justice@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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JUNIOR UNIT NEWS & UPDATES 

Special Forever Exhibition 

Special Forever: voices of the children, was launched in 2011. This project enables students from our primary schools to 
write and/or produce works of art about their place where they live, about the environment and local issues, about what 
is precious and important to them. In Religion the students are working on the topic of Creation and the students will be 
working towards including some of their written or visual artworks in the exhibition at the Mildura Arts Centre later in 

the year. 
   

Athletics sports day is fast approaching and the children have been 
very busy this week practising Shot Put and Sprinting with Mrs Tiller. 

Special Forever 

 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS & UPDATES 
Families may have noticed that since the beginning of term, students have been coming home with some very BIG thoughts 
and wonderings. Over the next 10 weeks, the senior unit will be investigating creation, sustainability and protecting our 
planet and we encourage all families to discuss the questions students have and share your knowledge with them. We are 
absolutely enthralled with waste management in our country and will be viewing the last episode in the 3 part series ‘War 
On Waste’ this week - we have learnt so much already!  

        

Last week saw the beginning of the times table challenge in the senior unit. Students will be racing against time to 
automatically recall as many table facts as they are able in 1 minute. We look forward to finding the champion of grade 
5/6 and grade 4/5 by the end of the unit!  Children will be keeping their own personal points tally and making efforts to 
improve each week. 

Thank you to all grandparents, parents and special friends that attended last week’s Grandparents’ Mass. We had such a 
lovely afternoon sharing our learning with you all. 

 

 
Term 3 Week 1: 

No. of students who reached 
individual target 

Grade Prep/1W 
12/20 
Grade 2/3F  
20/22 
Grade 4/5M 
18/20 
Grade 5/6H 
20/22 
 

 
The following students won awards last week: 
Grade Prep/1W - Christina- for amazing reading with 
Mrs Mac. 
Grade 2/3 F - Connie - for outstanding work in 
understanding multiplication. 
Grade 4/5M - Luke - for his enthusiasm and 
contributions towards the terrible problem of Australia’s 
war on waste. 
Grade 5/6H - Hope - for her beautiful prayer of praise, 
filled with magnificent imagery. 
Music - Grade 4/5- for collectively working as a team and 
striving to do their best when learning a new piece on the 
marimba! 
Digital Tech. - Ricky - for giving a wonderful explanation 
of how to tally data before going on our school nature 
survey. 

 

 
Be safe 
Junior Unit 
Danita- for caring for others 
when hurt. 
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value	

engagement	in	parish	life.	

l l l

“Help	one	another	–this	is	what	Jesus	teaches	us	and	this	is	what	I	am	doing,	and	
doing	with	all	my	heart,	because	it	is	my	duty.		But	it	is	a	duty	which	comes	from	
the	heart:	I	love	it.	

I	love	this	and	I	love	to	do	it	because	that	is	what	the	Lord	has	taught	me	to	do.	

But	you	too,	help	one	another;	help	one							another	always.		One	another.		In	this	
way,	by	helping	one	another,	we	will	do	some	good.”	

Pope	Francis	-28	March	2013	

#


